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2009 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 

IN SUPPORT OF EDUCATION

Background

The Partnership and the Chamber believe that education is important to all of us:
· Jobs are getting more demanding.  Increasingly, we need students coming out of school and into the workforce that are more skilled and better prepared than ever before.
· A competent workforce benefits all of us.  A high quality and plentiful workforce helps our companies to be more competitive and is an inducement to new companies to relocate here…good jobs, more jobs build our business base and improve the quality of life here.
· An educated citizenry gives us a competitive edge.  Our heritage of a good education for all our young people has made Texas strong in the past and is an essential foundation for our economic and social well being in the future. 
· We need strong educational institutions at all levels.  While public education (K-12) tends to get most of our attention, it’s imperative that we also have healthy and vibrant community colleges and universities.
Public schools (K-12):  The need for change is now
· The student population is growing rapidly across Texas and especially here.   

· Everyone has higher expectations of our schools to produce better results, be more productive and be more accountable.
· The current funding system which freezes “target revenues” at 2006 levels is not working in our rapidly changing world of rising costs and growing student enrollments.
· Unfunded state and federal mandates continue to be a challenge.
· Local control of schools is an important consideration to our community.

· Priority legislative actions we endorse for public education (K-12):
· Update the current public school finance structure to recognize the increasing costs of insurance, transportation, utilities, and most importantly, putting quality teachers in the classroom.

· Dedicate property tax revenues gained through increased property valuation to public education.

· Provide flexibility for school districts to hold referendums prior to the adoption of their budgets.

· Fully fund all new mandates.
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Community colleges: the workhorse for higher education

· Community colleges serve a wide range of students including those who are most likely to have academic and financial challenges.

· Community colleges are expected to enroll:

· over 70 percent of the new students entering Texas Higher Education

· 75 percent of the freshman and sophomores and 78 percent of minority freshman and sophomores in the state

· In 2007, community colleges trained:

· 62% of all registered nurses

· 9,500 other health care professionals

· 84% of all first responders (including 1,300 fire fighters)

· 2,700 technicians and mechanics

· Priority legislative actions we endorse for community colleges

· Fund identified “critical fields” contact hours with a premium of 10% over and above the full formula funding rate.  The “critical fields” include computer science, engineering, mathematics, physical science, nursing, allied health, life sciences, and teacher education and certification.

· Continue the critical field funding premium approach for nursing as established in the last biennium in which contact hours in nursing are funded at a 10% premium over and above the formula funding rate determined by the cost study.

Universities: Significant challenges facing higher education in Texas today

· Universities need additional support to meet the Closing the Gaps targets for college participation and graduation set by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board.

· Financial aid for students in the form, of loans has increased significantly and may discourage students from attending college or continuing to stay in college until graduation.
· An appropriate balance needs to be established and maintained between state appropriations versus tuition and fees charged to students.
· Priority legislative actions we endorse for universities

· Adopt the Texas Public General Academic Formula Advisory Committee’s recommendation of increasing base formula funding to cover the costs of inflation and enrollment growth.

· Increase funding for TEXAS Grants.

· Maintain tuition deregulation.
· Provide funding for Tuition Revenue Bonds for construction of classrooms

and laboratories.
