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Chamber Leadership 2018-2019
Executive Officers
Chairman of the Board Brian Freedman, Chair Elect Shawn Bailey, Vice Chair
Administration Kristi Koncaba, Vice Chair Finance Bob Davee, Vice Chair Membership
Jonathan Cottrell, Vice Chair Research Glenn Ellis and Past Chairman of the Board Bryan
Bogle.
Board of Directors
Chanda Abbott, Nicole Bellow, Jacob Bigger, Amber Brown, Teri Crawford, Sherry
Camacho, Yasmin David, Sue Flannigan, Ashley Helms, Ben Hoff, Rebecca Lilley, Doug
Meisinger, Chris Reed, Wayne Rutledge, Chance Sanford, Carlos Sierra and Adam Smith.

Brian Freedman,
Chairman of the Board 2018-2019
This has been a successful year at the Clear Lake Area Chamber – “looking forward and giving back.” At
every event, meeting, ribbon cutting, handshake and discussion, we were focused on our mission of being
champions for business success and quality of life in our community.
This success was evident in our performance. We finished the year in a strong financial position with
ample reserves and a spotless audit indicating our financial strength. Our membership is now over 900
and growing and we are hosting some of the best membership meetings and business development
seminars in our history. We have been engaged in local community issues from advocacy for the Grand
Parkway, our legislative agenda in Austin, down to our teachers with the annual New Teacher’s Luncheon
that welcomed hundreds of new teachers to our community. We are also looking to the future with the
graduation of 19 local leaders from our Leadership Clear Lake class – many of whom will be the next
board members at the Chamber and other area organizations.
It has been an honor to serve as the Chairman of the Board of the Clear Lake Area Chamber. Although
we’ve had a great year, there is much work to be done. We have a great leader in Shawn Bailey of
AMOCO Federal Credit Union to carry the baton. I thank you for your support this year and challenge
you to stay engaged in Chamber events, community events, and Buying Into Bay Area!
Brian Freedman
State and Local Government Operations
The Boeing Company
281-226-4265
brian.d.freedman@boeing.com

CHAMBER 2020 – STRATEGIC PLAN
The Chamber’s strategic plan Chamber 2020 continues to guide the members and staff in
the best direction.
The strategic plan:
• It is a three-year plan.
• The mission of the chamber is “Champions for business success and quality of life
in our community.”
• The four goals are chamber strength, business success, community excellence and
advocacy.
• The chamber values are accountability, transparency, integrity, innovative,
inclusive and member focus.

AREA PROMOTIONS DIVISION,
Chair Deeann Duckworth
57th CHRISTMAS BOAT LANE PARADE ON CLEAR LAKE, Chair Jim Christiansen
The annual Christmas boat parade kicked off the holiday season with eighty boats
decorated with lights, music and dancers. As every year, huge crowds filled the Kemah
Boardwalk to enjoy the parade. As a chamber fundraiser this event exceeded our budget.
Many of the Cities around the lake came together to sponsor the event including Clear
Lake Shores, League City, Kemah, Nassau Bay and Seabrook. Thank you, Christmas Boat
Parade committee, for working to make a successful parade.
34th EPICUREAN EVENING, Chair Matt Wev
The annual Epicurean Evening was held on January 31st much closer to the normal time of
year for this event. The booths were sold out, but the attendance was not quite as high as
it has been in other years possibly due to it being in January or the bad weather that hit
that evening. Participants combined for an impressive evening of delicious tastings,
beverages and entertainment. The mobile silent auction had the highest revenue to date
and the participants love that the guests can bid from their phones and never walk away
from the booths. Ron Carter Clear Lake Cadillac Hyundai continued to support the event
as the Five Star Sponsor. Thank you, Epicurean Evening committee and volunteers, for
dedicating your evening to ensure that the participants and ticket holders left happy and
were exposed to new restaurants for their next dining out experience.
30th SPRING FEVER GOLF CLASSIC, Chair J.P. Morris
The golf classic was held again at Bay Oaks Country Club and the golfers and sponsors had
an amazing day. The golf committee worked hard to make this a successful event. It did
not sell out of golf teams, but every hole had a sponsor entertaining the participants and it
came in over budget. Thank you, J.P. Morris, for leading the golf tournament committee.
26th “NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY” BOWLING TOURNAMENT, Chair Glenn Ellis
The annual bowling tournament was another evening filled with networking, team
building, dancing and fun. Hosted by AMF Alpha Lanes this event is an opportunity for
Chamber members to spend an evening with their staff and colleagues while competing
for some great prizes. The sold-out event exceeded budget again thanks to Glenn Ellis’
guidance and the committee and volunteers.

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT DIVISION,
Chair Ava Sloan
32nd “Buy Into Bay Area” BUSINESS AND WELLNESS EXPO, Chair Diana Jones
The Business & Wellness EXPO sold-out of booth space this year and had a constant flow
of guests throughout the day at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church. Each year the participants
report that this event gives them the opportunity to showcase to both businesses and
residents. This event continues to emphasize our Buy Into Bay Area think local campaign.
The Business & Wellness EXPO exceeded budget. Thank you, EXPO committee, for
producing this tradeshow that enhances commerce in our local economy and increases
awareness for our medical and health care industry.
BUSINESS EDUCATION,
The Business Development Division hosted monthly seminars for our members on timely
and relevant topics. This year some of the meeting topics included the importance of
authenticity at work and in life, great salespeople are not born they are made, cyber
security and best practices. The SBDC hosted a seminar on “How to do Business with the
Federal Government” and the first in a series titled “Creating Enforceable Contracts”. Our
full-time Small Business Development Center Counselor continues to offer free guidance to
soon-to-be business owners or businesses that want to expand.
BUY INTO BAY AREA,
The think local campaign continues. The Cities of Kemah, Nassau Bay, Clear Lake Shores,
Seabrook, Taylor Lake Village and Webster are economic partners with the Chamber to
further the growth of the Buy Into Bay Area movement.
SPEED NETWORKING:
Quarterly Speed Networking events continue to be very well attended with forty to sixty
members each time. Attendees are instructed to share information with one another for
two minutes each and then move on to another member. Immediately following the speed
networking everyone is invited to attend the Business After Hours for more networking.
TOASTMASTERS:
Since 1997 the Clear Lake Area Chamber of Commerce Chapter of Toastmasters
International has provided Chamber members the opportunity to develop communication,
listening and leadership skills.

EDUCATION DIVISION,
Chair Dr. Peter Wuenschel
10th CCISD CANDIDATES FORUM AND RECEPTION
The education and government affairs divisions hosted the annual Clear Creek Independent
School District Board of Trustees Candidates’ Forum and Reception in April prior to the May
elections. This event encourages members and the public at large to be informed voters.
Thank you, City of Nassau Bay, for hosting the event and Texan Bank for sponsoring.
53rd NEW TEACHERS’ LUNCHEON, Chair Jamieson Mackay
The 53rd Annual New Teachers’ Luncheon provided Chamber members the opportunity to
welcome 375 new Clear Creek Independent School District teachers to the community, as
well as showcase their business to the luncheon attendees. This was another recordbreaking year for attendance and continues to be the largest event held at South Shore
Harbour Resort with over 600 in attendance. Thank you, New Teachers’ Luncheon
committee, for producing this special event for our new teachers and thank you Chamber
members for supporting the future of our community. The luncheon came in over budget.
GROW 360 WELLNESS FAIR
In February the Chamber hosted a new event requested by CCISD. The Grow 360 Wellness
Fair held at the Education Village featured chamber member businesses associated with
wellness. The Chamber co-hosted this event with the League City Regional Chamber and
had an attendance of over 2,800 teachers and staff from CCISD.
The Education Division focused a lot of attention on the trip to Austin for the legislative
session. This trip is co-hosted with Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership. The division
also hosted two field trips for members to travel to Brookside Intermediate to see CCISD’s
second science magnet program. Members joined with BAHEP’s Education & Workforce
Development Committee to tour Kranz Junior High School in Dickinson ISD to see their
newest high-tech specialty school for 7th and 8th graders.

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS DIVISION,
Chair Randy Ashby

Co-Chair Brian Freedman

The Government Affairs Division supported the efforts of our leadership and all the divisions of the
Chamber.
ADVOCATE
The Board of Directors has taken a position on several legislative issues this year including:
• Support completion of Grand Parkway’s entirety emphasizing the importance of segments B and C
• Support City of League City Bond Election
• Support the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative’s (“USTR’s”) investigation and proposed
action to enforce U.S. rights in the World Trade Organization (“WTO”) dispute against the EU and
certain member states regarding their subsidies to large civil aircraft
• Support for Congress to extend funding for the International Space Station through 2030
• Support of the Ex-Im Bank and for voting to confirm the nominees, establishing a quorum and
restoring the Bank to operational status
COLLABORATE
The annual Clear Lake/Bay Area Houston Day at the Capitol on March 5th took 130 business leaders to meet
with our elected officials in Austin. The partnership included Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership and
the League City Regional Chamber. Students from Clear Creek ISD and Dickinson ISD joined the group to
add emphasis on the public education issues. Coalitions were maintained with the Bay Area Houston
Economic Partnership, BAYTRAN, the Greater Houston Partnership, the Texas Association of Business, and
the United States Chamber of Commerce, as well as area cities on issues of common interest.
General Membership Luncheons were hosted to connect members with our Legislative leaders. The
Congressional team included Congressman Babin, Congressman Olsen and Congressman Weber. The State
delegation was Senator Taylor, Representative Bonnen and Representative Paul.
COMMUNICATE
Chamber members and the community at large are informed on timely issues affecting business via
www.clearlakearea.com & social media platforms. Important information and a video can be found
regarding the coastal spine storm surge initiative.

MEMBER SERVICES DIVISION,
Chair Carl Joiner
ANNUAL HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE
The Board of Directors and Chamber staff hosted the annual Holiday Open House. Over
two hundred people attended this event filled with music, holiday cheer and delicious
food from our generous members.
57th ANNUAL CHAIRMAN’S BALL, Chair Bryan Bogle
The 57th Annual Chairman’s Ball honored outgoing Chairman of the Board Brian Freedman,
retiring Directors, 2018-2019 Division Chairmen and Liaisons. The incoming Chairman of
the Board Shawn Bailey was sworn-in along with the incoming Executive Officers and
Directors. Over 300 were in attendance for “A Celestial Celebration” inside Space Center
Houston celebrating a successful Chamber year.
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP LUNCHEONS, Chair Sharon Proulx
The Chamber hosted monthly General Membership Luncheons with a business and/or
human-interest program. The August luncheon featured our Congressional
representatives including Brian Babin, Pete Olsen and Randy Weber and the September
luncheon showcased State Senator Larry Taylor, State Representative Dr. Greg Bonnen
and State Representative Dennis Paul. Other programs focused on the 60th Anniversary of
NASA and the 50th Anniversary of Apollo featuring JSC Deputy Director Vanessa Wyche
and Space Center Houston President William Harris. In January we hosted an update on
the Highway 146 project with Seabrook Mayor Thom Kolupski, City Manager Gayle Cook
and Melody Galland from TxDOT. Additional community interest programs included
Michael Sanders head of safety and security at Space Center Houston and former DEA
agent, Bob Stokes President of the Galveston Bay Foundation, Jessie Thompson
Economist from the Federal Bank of Dallas, Glenn Hegar Texas State Comptroller and
Arturo Machuca Ellington Airport General Manager with an update on the Space Port.

Member Services Continued…
NEW MEMBERS
The annual member campaign “One Giant Leap” resulted in a total of 74 new members
and 33 renewals for $52,615 almost $4,000 more than 2018.
Members continued to push May as My Chamber Month to introduce prospective members
to chamber activities. My Flooring America hosted a kick-off mixer to start the month and
over sixty people attended the speed networking hosted at Main Event. The “All-Access
Pass” was distributed to the Board of Directors, Diplomats and Chamber members for
them to invite potential members to experience events such as the Business & Wellness
EXPO, General Membership Luncheon and Business After Hours.
The Chamber continues to host quarterly New Member Orientation meetings to educate
members about Chamber programs, involvement, accomplishments and goals. The
September orientation debuted the new onboarding packet to improve the dispensing of
chamber information for new members and encourage a personalized approach to their
participation.
The Chamber Connector program introduced new members and Distinguished Investors to
Officers, Directors and Diplomats to speed up the onboarding process.
DIPLOMAT COMMITTEE, Chair Kat Clemons
A very strong committee led by Chairman Kat Clemons. The Diplomat Committee is highly
motivated in engaging the membership. Their mission is to be connectors for members
and help with retention. The Diplomats serve our members by greeting at General
Membership Luncheons, Business After Hours, New Member Orientations and
participating in Grand Openings, Ground Breakings, Ribbon Cuttings and Special Events.
The Diplomats also contact new members at their ninety-day anniversary to introduce
themselves and encourage involvement. The Diplomats form a bond with one another and
hold an annual Halloween costume contest and Thanksgiving Feast.
COMMUNICATIONS
Already with a strong presence on Facebook with over 4,00 followers, we established a
Chamber Champions Facebook group to help with member retention & encourage our Buy
Into Bay Area mission. The Chamber website is now open to receive submissions for a
community calendar, along with jobs, promotions & news, for members to share with the
entire community.

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS DIVISION,
Chair Adam Smith
The Young Professionals Division strives to bring together members to build a stronger
future for the community. Every month members meet for “lunch bunch” to network and
enhance business connections while solidifying the importance of membership in the
Chamber. The Young Professionals Division hosted an entertaining night out at the Kemah
Escape room to promote teamwork and camaraderie. League City Elementary in CCISD
continues to be the Young Professionals adopted school as members participate in Career
Day there each fall.
LEADERSHIP CLEAR LAKE, Dean J. P. Morris
The 2018-2019 Leadership Clear Lake Program graduated 19 students in May. Led by J.P.
Morris, Leadership Clear Lake alumni and Ron Klinger the students successfully completed
the nine-month course to educate and equip them with leadership skills to strengthen and
transform the community. The curriculum includes personal development, community
study and class participation. Scheduled field trip tours included NASA Johnson Space
Center, University of Houston Clear Lake, San Jacinto College and Clear Creek ISD. The
class also visited with non-profits, local governments and elected officials. In February the
group spent two days in Austin at the State Capitol visiting with state elected officials and
learning how the Texas government operates.
Thank you to the Leadership Clear Lake Alumni for helping design the curriculum and
hosting the monthly classes. Thank you to the course facilitator Ron Klinger with
Motivational Transitions.

AEROSPACE AFFILIATE,
Liaison Fernando De La Pena
The Aerospace Affiliate provided timely information to the Chamber Board of Directors on
aerospace and NASA developments.

MARINE AFFILIATE,
Liaison Jim Christiansen
The Marine Affiliate continues to serve the chamber membership and Clear Lake Area
community by increasing public awareness of the excellent marine businesses,
services and water activities available on Clear Lake and Galveston Bay, as well as
promote marine related events, water safety, boating education and environmental
awareness.
Collaborated with the Christmas Boat Lane parade committee to produce another
successful community-wide event.

HEALTHCARE AFFILIATE,
Liaison Rebecca Lilley
The Healthcare Affiliate supported the annual Business & Wellness EXPO to increase
public awareness of the excellent Healthcare system in the Clear Lake Bay Area
Houston Region. The Healthcare Affiliate continues to share timely information from
the healthcare industry.

The Chamber hosted a Tourism luncheon in April at one of our area’s biggest attractions
Space Center Houston. The chamber continues to partner with the Bay Area Houston
Convention and Visitors Bureau and promotes their State of Bay event every June.

Contact Us:
1201 NASA Parkway, Houston Texas 77058
281-488-7676 www.clearlakearea.com

